GUIDE TO BECOMING
A CERTIFIED DEAF INTERPRETER

Certified Deaf Interpreters (CDI) are specialists who provide sign language interpreting, translation,
and transliteration services and other visual communication forms. Certified Deaf Interpreters (CDI) are
certified by the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID) rid.org, the national professional organization of
sign language interpreters. Eligibility requirements for the CDI certification process is the responsibility
of RID; while testing for certification is administered by the Center for the Assessment of Sign Language
Interpretation (CASLI) casli.org. The following is a guide to assist candidates in the process of becoming
a Certified Deaf Interpreter.

Steps Towards Certification:

1. Verify Eligibility:
a. Eligibility Requirements for Exams days

C. Results can be expected within 10 business

2. Create an account: 5. Submit proof of meeting RID’s educational

a. RID Member Portal
b. CASLI Exam System

. Submit an audiogram to Testing@CASLLl.org:

a. Must include the name of the applicant and
the name of the audiologist or office that
conducted the testing

b. Must show a hearing loss of 60db or more in
one or both ears to CASLI

c. Audiogram does not need to be recent
. Register for the CASLI Generalist Knowledge
Exam (CGKE):
a. Two-part exam
b. CASLI Exam Content Outline
I. Fundamental of Interpreting
1. 60 multiple-choice questions in ASL
2. 60 multiple-choice questions in English

3. Must pass this section before being
eligible to take the Performance exam

ii. Case Studies: Ethical Decision-Making
Process & Cultural Responsiveness

+ 8 multi-step Case Study scenarios

- If candidate does not pass, they can take
it with the Performance exam

requirement to certification@rid.org

a. Bachelor's degree documentation
b. Or proof of an approved Alternative Pathway

Program

6. Register for CASLI Generalist Performance

Exam: CDI

a. Exam consists of 6 scenarios of interpreting
in general settings

b. Results can be expected within 90 days


http://rid.org
http://casli.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cu1-vMSuwtfJLgoXM3-D0mtltq6lIgCS/view
https://myaccount.rid.org/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://casli.app/Account/SignIn
mailto:Testing%40CASLI.org?subject=
https://form.jotform.com/201894875682067
https://form.jotform.com/201894875682067
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13VBEjbrGmQugHb_fhT0ES_vqMZIhwY8i/view
mailto:certification%40rid.org?subject=
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://www.casli.org/taking-the-exam/scheduling-your-appointment/
https://www.casli.org/taking-the-exam/scheduling-your-appointment/

Interpreter Education Programs for Deaf Interpreters: (This is not an all-inclusive list)

National Technical Institute for the Deaf, Certificate in Deaf Interpreting:

This 20-week non-credit certificate program trains Deaf professionals to interpret a variety of discourses
in educational, international, legal, medical, mentalhealth, business, and Deafblind settings. The program
is delivered using an online blended format with two-thirds of instruction occurring synchronously in
Zoom and one-third completed asynchronously online.

Sorenson Deaf Interpreter Academy:

The Sorenson DIA program offers several programs designed to support your journey to becoming a
professional interpreter or provide additional training to those already working as a Deaf Interpreter.

Aspire Deaf Interpreting:

ADI training offers a series of online class sessions to cover topics to prepare Deaf Interpreters for the
CASLI Knowledge and Performance Exams. Participants meet virtually every other Sunday and will
complete 2-4 hours of online work each month.

Additional Resources:

Deaf Interpreter Institute:

Dlinstitute.org is a learning, sharing, and networking
site for Deaf Interpreters (D), interpreters who work
with Dls, DI educators and mentors, interpreting
education program faculty and administrators, and
people who use the services of Dls. Dlinstitute.org
is designed to address the needs often expressed
by Deaf Interpreters for a professional practice
community, learning opportunities, and public
education on the role, function, and value of Dls.

National Deaf Interpreter (NDI):

NDI is the clearinghouse for the provision of
services of certified Deaf interpreters and
Deaf interpreters (CDI or DI). NDI also creates
communities, champions standards, and shares
knowledge with its members. As a professional
Deaf interpreters’ organization, NDI will share
ideas, practices, and common goals about
interpreting.
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https://www.rit.edu/ntid/aslie/cidi
https://sorenson.com/sorenson-interpreter-academy/deaf-interpreter-academy/
https://aspireinterpreting.com/adi/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGGQa1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHYyCZJQqC5D7hvlbNVOIZ2LlkRkcEcBBV_JJ_NMykh9bmF1e9_ZPydCgOA_aem_5C09X2r8MV1z_p5ZnBUR8A
https://diinstitute.org/
http://DIInstitute.org
https://diinstitute.org/
https://www.nationaldi.org/

